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Identification 

Nomination 

Location 

State Party 

Date 

The historic centre of Bukhara 

City of Bukhara 

Uzbekistan 

4 October 1990 

Justification by State Party 

The City of Bukhara is nearly twenty-five centuries old. 
Not only a large number of mosques, medressehs, and mausolea have 
been preserved to the present day, but also whole districts with 
their ancient layouts. The architectural ensembles grew over the 
course of centuries, but they are indissolubly linked in their 
layouts and use of space. The historic part of Bukhara, which 
is in effect an open-air museum, combines the city's long history 
in a single ensemble (criteria ii and iv). 

History and Description 

History 

Archaeological excavations have revealedthatthe settlement 
on the site of latter-day Bukhara became part of the Kushan state 
as early as the 2nd millennium BC. In the 4th century BC it was 
incorporated into the Ephtalite state. Before the Arab conquest, 
Bukhara was one of the largest cities of central Asia, owing its 
prosperity to its site on a rich oasis and at the crossroads of 
ancient trade-routes. The ancient Persian city covered an area 
of nearly 40 hectares, with the ark (citadel), the residence of 
its rulers, in the north-west quarter (where it survives as a 
huge rectangular earthen mound). 

It became a major cultural centre of the Caliphate of 
Baghdad in 709. In 892 Emir Ismail ibn Amad (892-907) created 
an independent state and chose Bukhara as the capital of the 
powerful Samanid kingdom. There followed a period of great 
economic and cultural growth, when the city grew enormously in 
size, especially under the rule of the Karakhanids from the 11th 
century onwards. In 1220 the city was sacked by the Mongol horde 
of Chinghiz Khan (1220) and was not to recover until the second 
half of the 13th century. In 1370 it became part of the great 
Timurid empire, whose capital was at Samarkand. Bukhara was 
still the second city of Maverannahr, and building was renewed. 

The late 15th century saw much feudal strife in the 
declining Timurid lands, with the result that Bukhara was 
occupied by Uzbek nomadic tribesmen led by Khan Sheibani, under 
whose dynasty it became the centre of the Uzbek state. The 
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Bukhara khanate was assiduous in promoting economic and cultural 
development in its territory, and the city was the main benefici- 
ary of the new construction that ensued. 

In the centuries that followed the death of Abdullah Khan 
in 1598 there was a succession of short-lived dynasties and from 
the late 17th century the resulting weakness led to continual 
raids and pillage by neighbouring rulers. It was not until 1753 
that Bukhara became the capital of a new Mangut dynasty that was 
to survive until 1920. During this period the city was a major 
trade entrepot for the whole of central Asia (although it was 
incorporated into the Russian Empire in 1868). In 1848 it had 
no fewer than 38 caravanserais, six trading arcades, 16 public 
baths, and 45 bazaars. Bukhara was also the largest centre for 
Muslim theology in the Near East, with over two hundred mosques 
and more than a hundred medressehs. 

Descrintion 

The townscape of the ancient centre of Bukhara represents 
every stage of the city's varied history over more than a 
thousand years. Whilst the major monuments are from the 
Sheibanid period, from the early 16th century onwards, there are 
some important survivors from earlier periods. These include the 
famous Ismail Samanai tomb, the best surviving example of 10th 
century architecture in the whole Muslim world. From the 11th 
century Karakhanid period comes the outstanding Poi-Kalvan 
minaret, a masterpiece of decoration in brick, along with most 
of the Maaoki Attori mosoue and the Chashma Avub shrine. 

The surviving Timurid contribution to Bukhara is not large, 
but it includes the Uluobek medresseh. With the advent of the 
Sheibanids came some of the most celebrated buildings of Bukhara 
- the Poi-Kalvan urouo, the Lvabi-Khauz ensemble, the Rosh 
Medresseh, and the Gaukushon medresseh in the Hodja-Kalon 
ensemble. Later buildings from this phase of Bukhara's history 
include monumental medressehs at important crossroads - Taki 
Sarafon (Dome of the Moneychangers), Taki-Tiloak-Furushan (Dome 
of the Headguard Sellers), Tim-Bazzazan, and Tim-Abdullah-Khan. 
Despite the anarchy of the earlier 17th century, fine buildings 
were added to the city, including a new great mosque, Maaoki 
Kurns (1637), and the imposing Abdullaziz-Khan medresseh (1652). 

However, the real importance of Bukhara lies not in its 
individual buildings but rather in its overall townscape, demon- 
strating the high and consistent level of urban planning and 
architecture that began with the Sheibanid dynasty. 

Management and Protection 

Leaal status 

The historic centre of Bukhara, which has been protected 
since as early as 1920, is an official State Historic-Architec- 
tural Museum-Reserve, created in May 1983. 
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The later 1950s saw a reaction against the excesses in 
architecture and planning that hadtypifiedthe USSR in preceding 
decades. During the 1960s new legislation and administrative 
structures were put in place in the Uzbek SSSR. Since that time 
considerable progress has been made in recording and protecting 
individual buildings and whole areas of Bukhara. 

Manaoement 

Protection and promotion of historical and cultural 
monuments in Uzbekistan is under the control of the Central 
Scientific-Production Board of Cultural Monuments, which forms 
part of the Uzbek Republic's Ministry of Culture. In Bukhara 
responsibility is delegatedtothe State Historical-Architectural 
Museum-Reserve, whose role is to identify and register historical 
and cultural monuments, control all protection, re-use, and 
restoration activities, carry out archaeological investigations, 
and control and protect buildings of historical significance and 
monumental art (exterior and interior). 

Conservation and Authenticity 

Conservation history 

In the period 1920-1991 major conservation and restoration 
projects were carried out on more than forty important buildings 
and ensembles in Bukhara. These include the Samanid mausoleum, 
the Gaukushon, Miri Arab, Nodir Divan Begi, Ulugbek and several 
other medressehs, the Kalyan mosque and minaret, the Magoki- 
Attori mosque, and the Sarafon, Zargaron, and Tilpak-Furushan 
u. 

It is frankly acknowledged by the Uzbek authorities that 
"The present state of the architectural monuments in the historic 
centre of Bukhara . . . ranges from distressing to quite satisfac- 
tory". Considerable damage resulted to smaller buildings such 
as private houses and the smaller mosques from the earthquakes 
of 1984 and 1986. The State Historical-Architectural Museum 
Reserve has drawn up, in collaboration with the Uzbek Scientific- 
Research Designing-Prospecting Institute and the Central 
Architectural Planning Board of the City of Bukhara, a comprehen- 
sive programme for the restoration and, where appropriate, 
adaptive re-use of the city's historical monuments for 1990-2000. 
This includes work on some 260 private houses as well as the more 
imposing public buildings. 

Authenticity 

Bukhara has miraculously preserved a great deal of its urban 
layout, dating from the Sheibanid period, which means that its 
urban fabric is still largely intact. Modern buildings have been 
erected in the historic centre over the past half-century that 
have destroyed the appearance of some quarters, but in others the 
medieval townscape has survived. 
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Evaluation 

Qualities 

Despite the insensitivity of much of the new construction 
from 1920 until the 1950s and more recent earthquake damage, 
Bukhara retains much of its historic ambience. The proportion 
of old structures, particularly the public and religious 
buildings, nonetheless remains high, and the historic centre is 
unquestionably of outstanding significance as an exceptional 
example of a largely medieval Muslim city of central Asia. 

Comparative analvsis 

The inevitable comparison that must be made is with the 
historic city of Samarkand. In fact, there are significant 
differences between the two cities. Samarkandls history followed 
a different political trajectory from that of Bukhara, and as a 
result it lacks the relative completeness of the latter in terms 
of its layout and urban fabric. 

Unlike Isfahan, with which it has a good deal in common as 
an example of organic urban growth, Bukhara has not suffered from 
problems arising from post-war reconstruction. 

Additional comments 

In November 1991 a distinguished ICOMOS member with a 
lifetime's experience in the conservation of Islamic buildings 
undertook a mission to Bukhara to evaluate the authenticity of 
the historic centre and the adequacy of the management plan and 
the buffer zone. The following comments derive from his report: 

Authenticitv and continuina care The principal doubt 
which must be entertained is in the adequacy of preventive 
measures or first-aid in conservation... The lack of a 
policy of continual inspection and preventive maintenance 
is a notable omission in the management plans;;; The 
architects concerned with historic buildings display 
considerable knowledge and commendable concern. Their 
current work is painstaking and the integrity of restora- 
tions extends to reducing street levels... Assistance is 
needed in the more sophisticated techniques of care for 
earth structures, consolidation of decomposed terracotta, 
wood conservation, insulation and damp-proofing, and 
defence against salts carried by rising damp. 

Boundaries, buffer zones, and town-nlannina orooosals The 
boundaries and buffer zones as shown on the submitted plan 
are appropriate and adequate. However, their effectiveness 
must be questioned [see next paragraph]. 

Protection and lecal arranaements A caveat must be 
entered in respect of the activities of the State and City 
authorities. It is not clear that there is an adequate 
mechanism for the prevention of offences by the authorities 
themselves. A separate division, invested with legal 
powers or powers devolving from the head of state indepen- 
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dently of all other departments, would be necessary to 
achieve such protection. 

The sicmificance of the architectural heritaae Bukhara 
represents . . . a millennium of continuity in a major 
Islamic city... There is no single epoch of overwhelming 
importance and it is vital, therefore, that the cultural 
history of the city is not seen simply as a collection of 
individual monuments but as a reservoir of knowledge of all 
periods of its history. Careful archaeological thinking 
is, consequently, of prime value. This aspect of the 
matter has not yet been thoroughly appreciated in the city. 

The attitude of the citv authorities An overtly cooper- 
ative and responsible approach seems to be borne out by the 
actions of those responsible . . . Their declared intention 
of implementing the management plan . . . to the year 2000 
commits the new republic to a responsible and purposeful 
approach to the care and conservation of their monuments. 
The plan should be modified to extend to the general fabric 
and the below-ground evidence. 

The competent authorities should be encouraged to modify the 
plan for the city of Bukhara to take account of the need for 
below-ground investigation, safeguards against inappropriate 
activities on the part of state and city authorities, and better 
provision for specific threats, as set out in the report of the 
ICOMOS expert mission. 

Recommendation 

That this property be inscribed on the World Heritage List 
on the basis of criteria ii and iv: 

Criterion ii The example of Bukhara in terms of its urban 
layout and buildings had a profound influence on the 
evolution and planning of towns in a wide region of central 
Asia. 

- Criterion iv Bukhara is the most complete and unspoiled 
example of a medieval central Asian town which has pre- 
served its urban fabric to the present day. 

ICOMOS, October 1993 
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Boukhara : plan du centre historique de la ville / 

Bukhara : map of the Historic Centre of the city 



Boukhara : vue agrienne de l'ensemble Poi-Kalian / 
Bukhara : aerial view of the Poi-Kalyan ensemble 



D) BACKGROUND 

The town of Bukhara was long an important economic and cultural 
center in Central Asia. The ancient Persian city served as a major 
center of Islamic culture for many centuries and became a major 
cultural center of the caliphate in 709. In 892, Emir lsmail ibn 
Amad (892-907) created an independent state and chose Bukhara as 
his capital. 

After a period of great economic and cultural growth, between the 
different Mongol invasions (Genghis Khan in 1220, Timur the Lame 
in 1370) Bukhara suffered an enormous decline. Toward 1500, it 
was occupied by the Uzbeks (Khan Cheibani) and it underwent a true 
renaissance. With the exception of a few important vestiges from 
before the Mongol invasions, the old town bears witness to the 
Cheibani period. After 1868 Bukhara was swallowed up by the 
Russian Empire. . 

The citadel, which was rebuilt in the 16th century, has marked the 
civic center of the town since its earliest days to the present. 
Noteworthy among the town’s many monuments, some of which 
were remodeled in more recent periods, are the ensembles Poi- 
Kalian and Liabi-Khauz, the three tok (a mass of cupolas above 
commercial trading squares) and especially the dynastic mausoleum 
built by Ismail, impressive in its sober elegance. 

The Poi-Kalian ensemble is composed of several monuments set 
around a famous 12th century minaret, a masterpiece of decoration 
in brick. The Kalian minaret marks the evolution of this type of 
edifice towards a complementary function, that of triumphal tower. 
The Liabi-Khauz ensemble is particularly important for its 
monumental 1 Gth-century Kukeltach medresseh. 

Even if the monuments of Bukhara are not among the most famous 
of this geo-cultural area, the old town bears strong witness to the 
urbanism and architecture of the Cheibanide period, despite some 
recent deterioration in the integrity of its historic fabric due to 
overly rapid modernization. 

ICOMOS, November 1991 
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WORLD HERITAGE LIST No 602 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination : Historic center of Bukhara 

Location Uzbekistan 

State oarty U.S.S.R. 

Date 4 October 1990 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

To follow. 

C) ICOMOS OBSERVATIONS 

ICOMOS believes that development of a complete detailed 
management plan, including specification of the zone included and 
adjacent buffer zone is essential for a city of Bukhara’s interest 
and complexity. ICOMOS believes that an expert mission would be 
useful in helping the competent authorities develop such a plan. 

The World Heritage Bureau recommended in June 1991 the 
inscription of this property, subject to submission of a more 
complete evaluation by ICOMOS to shed light on the authenticity of 
the site, the adequacy of the management plan for the site and the 
adequacy of the zone proposed for inscription and its associated 
buffer zone. It was suggested that ICOMOS send a field mission to 
answer the questions posed. 

John Warren, ICOMOS professional and lifelong conservation 
consultant in the Islamic world, undertook this mission in the 
period between November 20-28, 1991. His report will form the 
basis of the ICOMOS ‘recommendation to be presented during the 
Tunisian meeting of the World Heritage Committee. 



Boul<::3ra / Bukhara : mausol62 c!es Saaanides / 
:jIausoleum of tne SamaniCs 

3ola Khauz !4osque 



Boukhara / Bukhara : la kanaka de Xadir-Divan-b&qu / 
the Nadir Devanbegi khana-gah 

minaret de Khodja-kaloun 
Kinaret of Hodja-kalon 



LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL Boukhara No 602 

Identification 

Bien oronose 

Lieu 

Centre historique de Boukhara 

Ville de Boukhara 

Etat nartie Ouzbekistan 

Date 4 octobre 1990 

Justification dmanant de 1'Etat partie 

Histoire 

Le ville de Boukhara a presque 25 siecles. Non seulement un 
grand nombre de mosquees, medersas et mausolees mais les 
quartiers entiers et leur configuration ancienne ont et6 
preserves jusqulh nos jours. Les ensembles architecturaux se sont 
epanouis au tours des siecles tout en restant semblables dans 
leur disposition et llutilisation qu'ils font de l'espace. La 
partie historique de Boukhara, qui est dans la realite un musee 
a ciel ouvert, associe la longue histoire de la ville en un 
ensemble unique (criteres ii et iv). 

Histoire et description 

Les fouilles archeologiques ontmis a jour que le peuplement 
de la toute premiere ville de Boukhara qui faisait partie de 
lIetat de Kushan remonte au deuxieme millenaire avant J.C. . 
Au quatrieme siecle avant J. C., cette ville a et6 incorporee a 
lIetat Ephtalite. Avant la conquete arabe, Boukhara etait llune 
des plus grandes villes dlAsie centrale en raison de sa 
prosperite, de sa situation sur une riche oasis, et a la croisee 
d'anciennes routes commerciales. Llancienne ville perse couvrait 
une superficie de pres de 40 hectares avec la citadelle, 
residence de ses dirigeants, dans le quartier nord-est (ou survit 
un Qnorme tumulus de terre rectangulaire). 

En 709, elle devint le principal centre culture1 du califat 
de Bagdad . En 892, llemir IsmaBl Ibn Amad (892-907) crea un Qtat 
independant et choisit Bukhara comme capitale du puissant royaume 
Samanide. Crest alors que se developpa une periode de grande 
prosperite economique et culturelle qui se manifesta par une 
grande croissance de la ville, surtout sous le regne des 
Karakhanides a partir du lleme sibcle. En 1220, la ville futmise 
a sac par les hordes mongoles de Gengis Khan (1220) l elle ne 
s'en remettra pas avant la seconde moitie du 138me s&cle. En 
1370, elle fit partie du grand empire Timuride dont la capitale 
etait Samarcande. Boukhara Btait toujours la deuxieme ville de 
Maverannahr et ses bhtiments furent renoves. 

La fin du 15eme siecle fut une periode de nombreuses luttes 
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feodales sur le territoire Timuride, dont l'influence etait 
declinante, avec pour consequence que Boukhara a ete occupee par 
les tribus nomades Ouzbeks sous le commandement de khan CheYbani, 
qui fit de Boukhara le centre de lIetat Ouzbek. Le khanat de 
Bukhara s'est efforce de favoriser le developpement economique 
et culture1 de ses territoires l la ville fut la grande 
beneficiaire des nouvelles constru&ions qui slensuivirent. 

Au tours des siecles qui suivirent la mort dlAbdullah khan 
en 1598, les dynasties breves se succederent et d&s la fin du 
178me siecle la faiblesse consequente conduisit h une succession 
de raids et de pillages des souverains voisins.. Ce nlest qulh 
partir de 1753 que Boukhara devint la capitale de la nouvelle 
dynastie Manguite qui resta en place jusqu'en 1920. Pendant cette 
periode, la ville fut l'entrepot commercial de toute 1'Asie 
centrale (bien qulelle ait 6tQ absorbee par l'empire russe en 
1868). En 1848, elle ne comptaitpas moins de 38 caravans&ails, 
6 arcades commergantes, 16 bains publics et 45 bazars. Boukhara 
a dgalement btd le premier centre de theologie musulmane du 
Proche Orient avec deux cents mosquees et plus de cent medersas. 

Description 

Le paysage urbain de l'ancien centre de Boukhara represente 
les diverses &apes de l'histoire riche de la ville qui s'est 
deroulee sur plus de deux mille ans. Bien que la majorite des 
monuments date du debut de la periode chePbanide a partir du 
debut du 16eme sibcle, il reste un nombre encore plus important 
de structures beaucoup plus anciennes. Parmi ces dernieres on 
peut titer la celebre tombe dlIsmae1 Samani, qui est sans doute 
le plus be1 exemple visible de llarchitecture du 1OQme siecle de 
tout le monde musulman. De la periode Karakhanide au lleme siecle 
on peut voir l'exceptionnel minaret Pox-Kalian, chef d'oeuvre de 
la decoration en brique et la mosouee Maaoki-Attari ainsi que le 
lieu de prieres Tchachma-APoub. 

La contribution Timuride encore visible aujourdlhui est 
minimale mais elle comprend neanmoins le medersa dlOulouobek. 
A l'arrivee des CheYbanides on doit les tres celebres monuments 
ode Bukhara : le Pox-Kalian, le Liabi-Khaouz, les medersas Rosh 
et Gaukhushon. Des bdtiments plus &cents de cette periode de 
llhistoire de Boukhara incluent les medersas monumentales placees 
a des intersections de routes l Toki Sarrafon (la coupole des 
changeurs de monnaie), Toki-Teipak-Fourouchon (la coupole des 
chapeliers), tim Bazzazan et tim du khan Abdoulla. En depit de 
l'anarchie qui regna au debut du 178me siecle, d'elegantes 
constructions furent edifices dans la ville dont la nouvelle 
grande mosquee (Maooki Kurns - 1637), et l'imposante mQdersa du 
khan Abdollaziz (1652). 

Cependant, la reelle importance de Boukhara ne reside pas 
dans ses bdtiments pris individuellement mais dans son paysage 
urbain pris dans son ensemble ; ce dernier demontre le niveau 
eleve et la portee de la planification et de l'architecture 
urbaines qui commenga avec la dynastie Chexbanide. 
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Gestion et protection 

Statut iuridioue 

Le centre historique de Boukhara, qui est protege depuis 
1920, est une reserve-musee historique et architectural national 
creee en 1983. 

A la fin des annees 1950, l'on assista a une reaction contre 
les exces de l'architecture et de la planification qui avait 
caracterise 1'URSS au tours des decennies precedentes. Pendant 
les annees 1960, une nouvelle legislation et de nouvelles 
structures administratives furent mises en place dans la 
republique sovietique d'ouzbekistan. Depuis lors, des progres 
considerables ont ete faits pour l'identification et la 
protection des bdtiments individuels et de l'ensemble de la 
region de Boukhara. 

Gestion 

La protection et la promotion des monuments historiques et 
culturels dlouzbekistan sont sous le controle du Conseil Central 
de Production Scientifique des Monuments Culturels qui est une 
entite du Ministere de la Culture dlOuzbekistan. Pour Boukhara, 
la responsabilite est deleguee au Mu&e-Reserve Historique et 
Architecturale de lIEtat dont le role est d'identifier et 
d'enregistrer les monuments historiques et culturels, de veiller 
a leur protection, reutilisation et restauration, dlentreprendre 
des recherches archeologiques, de surveiller et proteger les 
bdtiments ayant une valeur historique et les monuments 
artistiques (interieur et exterieur). 

Conservation et authenticit 

Historiaue de la conservation 

Pendant la periode 1920-1991, les grands projets de 
conservation et de restauration ont Qte entrepris sur plus de 
quarante edifices et ensembles importants dans la ville de 
Boukhara ; le mausolee des Samanides, la Gaukushon, Mir-Arab, 
Nadir-Divan begi, Oulougbek et plusieurs autres medersas, la 
mosquee Kalyan et le minaret, la mosquee Magoki-Attari, les toks 
Sarrafon, Zargaron et Telpak-Fourouchon en ont entre autres 
beneficie. 

Les autorites ouzbekes reconnaissent sans detours que 
"lIetat actuel des monuments artchitecturaux du centre de la 
ville de Boukhara... varie de la decrepitude a la mediocrite". 
Des degats considerables ont as causes aux petites 
constructions, maisons individuelles etmosquees, par les seismes 
de 1984 et 1986. La Reserve-Mu&e Historique et Architecturale 
de lIEtat a etabli en collaboration avec 1'Institut de 
prospection, de conception, et de recherches scientifique 
dlouzbekistan et le conseil central dlarchitecture et de 
planification de la ville de Boukhara, un programme d'ensemble 
pour la restauration et, quand cela sera possible, de 
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reutilisation des monuments historiques de la ville valable pour 
la periode 1990-2000. Ce programme inclut des travaux sur 
quelques 260 maisons privees ainsi que sur d'imposants bdtiments 
publics. 

Authenticite 

Boukhara a miraculeusement garde une bonne partie de son 
aspect urbain qui remonte jusqu'a la periode CheYbanide, ce qui 
signifie que son tissu urbain est encore majoritairement intact. 
Au tours de ces cinquante dernieres annees, des batiments 
modernes ont bte construits au milieu du centre historique ; 
ceux-ci ont detruit l'aspect de certains quartiers mais, 
ailleurs, le caractere medieval du paysage urbain a survecu. 

Evaluation 

Caracteristiaues 

En depit de la froideur de la majorite des constructions 
realisees entre 1920 et 1950 et les degats resultant des r&cents 
tremblements de terre, Boukhara a su garder presque entiere son 
ambiance historique. La proportion de structures anciennes, en 
particulier des bhtiments publics et religieux reste cependant 
tres elevee et le centre historique est dlune qualite 
incontestable de ville musulmane medievale dlAsie centrale. 

Analvse Comoarative 

La comparaison slimpose de toute evidence avec le centre de 
la ville historique de Samarcande. En realite, de nombreuses 
differences existent entre ces deux villes. L'histoire de 
Samarcande a suivi un itineraire distinct de celle de Boukhara 
et en consequence, la premiere manque de la globalitd qui 
caracterise la seconde en termes d'urbanisme et de tissu urbain. 

Bien que Boukhara et Ispahan soient tres proches comme 
exemples de croissance urbaine organique, la premiere nla pas 
souffert des problemes causes par la reconstruction d'apres- 
guerre. 

Observations suonlementaires 

En novembre 1991, un membre distingue de 1'ICOMOS dote d'une 
tres longue experience de la conservation des batiments 
islamiques entreprit une mission a Boukhara pour evaluer 
l'authenticite du centre historique et l'utilite dlun programme 
de gestion dlensemble et d'une zone tampon. Ses commentaires ont 
Qte les suivants : 

Authenticite et entretien continu Le doute principal 
concerne l'utilite de mesures preventives ou de mesures de 
conservation de premiere urgence... Le manque de politique 
de controle permanent et d'entretien preventif est une 
carence notable des programmes de gestion... Les architectes 
concern& par les monuments historiques font montre de 
qualites incontestables et d'inquietudes louables. Leur 
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travail actuel est penible et l'integrite des restaurations 
esttelle qu'ilvont jusqu'a rabaisser le niveau des rues... 
De l'aide est necessaire sous la forme de techniques plus 
modernes pour le traitement des structures en terre, la 
consolidation des terres cuites qui se desagregent, la 
conservation du bois, l'isolation et la protection contre 
l'humidite, la protection contre les sels charries par 
l'humidite ambiante. 

Commentaires relatifs aux limites, zones tampon et plan 
d'urbanisme Les limites et les zones tampon qui 
apparaissent sur le plan du dossier dlinscription sont 
acceptables et adequates. Cependant, leur prise en 
consideration est incertaine (voir paragraphe suivant). 

Protection et mesures iuridisues Une precaution doit etre 
prise quant aux activites des autorites de lIetat et de la 
municipalite. 11 n'estpas evident qulil existe un mecanisme 
adequat pour la prevention des prejudices perpetres par les 
autorites elles-memes. Une division separee, dotee des 
pouvoirs juridiques ou des pouvoirs qui lui seraient 
conferes par les instances dirigeantes, independamment de 
tout autre departement, serait necessaire pour la mise en 
oeuvre de cette protection. 

Sionification du oatrimoine architectural Boukhara 
represente... unmillenaire de continuite d'une grande ville 
islamique... Aucune Qpoque ne depasse en importance les 
autres ; il est done primordial de considerer l'histoire 
culturelle de la ville en prenant en compte non seulement 
la multiplicite de monuments individuels mais aussi la masse 
d'informations concernant la totalite des periodes de son 
histoire. Une reflexion archeologique soigneuse est en 
consequence de toute premiere importance. Ce point de vue 
n'a pas encore et6 pris en compte par la municipalite. 

Attitude des autorites municioales Une approche ouvertement 
cooperative et responsable semble transparaPtre des actions 
des responsables... Leur intention declaree de mettre en 
place un programme de gestion... dlici a llan 2000 engage 
la toute jeune republique h une approche responsable et 
engagee pour l'entretien et la conservation de leurs 
monuments. Le programme devrait etre modifie pour etre 
applicable au tissu general et aux vestiges encore sous 
terre. 

Les autorites competentes devraient Qtre encouragees a 
modifier le programme pour la ville de Boukhara afin qu'il tienne 
compte de la necessite de proceder a des fouilles souterraines, 
de prevoir des sauvegardes contre les activites inadequates de 
la part de lIEtat et des autorites municipales et enfin de mettre 
en place des mesures de protection contre les menaces specifiques 
telles qu'elles ont et6 mentionnees dans le rapport des 
specialistes de la mission de 1'ICOMOS. 
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Recommandation 

Que ce bien soit inscrit sur la Liste du Patrimoine mondial 
sur la base des criteres ii et iv : 

- Critere ii Llexemple de Boukhara pour ce qui est du 
schema urbain et des bdtiments a eu une profonde influence 
sur 116volution et llurbanisme citadin d'une grande partie 
de 1lAsie centrale. 

- Critere iv Boukhara est l'exemple le plus complet et le 
plus intact de ville medibvale dtAsie centrale qui a, 
jusqu'a aujourd'hui, conserve son tissu urbain. 

ICOMOS, octobre 1993 
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Boukhara : plan du centre historique de fa ville / 

Bukhara : map of the Historic Centre of the city 



Boukhara : vue a&ienne de l'ensemble Poi-Kalian / 

Bukhara : aerial view of the Poi-Kalyan ensemble 



LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL No 602 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien orooose : Centre historique de Boukhara 

Lieu Ouzbekistan 

. U.R.S.S. 

Date 4 octobre 1990 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L’ICOMOS 

A suivre. 

C) OBSERVATIONS DE I’ICOMOS 

L’ICOMOS considere que la preparation d’un plan de gestion 
comprehensif et la definition d’un perimetre de protection (et de la 
zone tampon) sont essentielles pour une ville ayant un tel inter& 
et complexite. L’ICOMOS pense qu’une mission d’experts serait utile 
pour aider les autorites competentes a elaborer un tel plan. 

En juin 1991, le Bureau du Patrimoine mondial a recommande que 
ce bien soit inclus sur la Liste du Patrimoine mondial, a condition 
que I’ICOMOS fournisse une evaluation plus approndie, visant a 
apporter des informations sur I’authenticite du site, la mise en 
place d’un plan de gestion satisfaisant et I’adequation de la zone 
proposee pour inscription et de sa zone tampon. II a ete suggere que 
I’ICOMOS’ envoie des experts sur place pour repondre aux questions 
soulevees. 

M. John Warren, un expert de I’ICOMOS et consultant en conservation 
pour le monde islamique, a men4 cette mission du 20 au 28 
novembre 1991. Son rapport servira de base a la recommandation 
de I’ICOMOS qui sera presentee a la reunion du Comite du 
Patrimoine mondial, en Tunisie. 
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D) JUSTIFICATIOif 

La ville de Boukhara a une longue existence comme important 
centre economique et culture1 d’Asie Centrale. L’ancienne ville 
perse a ete un centre imoprtant de la culture islamique pendant 
plusieurs si&cles et devient un haut-lieu culture1 du califat, en 
709. En 892, I’emir Isma’il ibn Amad (892-907) tree un Etat 
independant et choisit Boukhara pour capitale. 

Apres une periode de grand essor economique et culturel, entre les 
differentes invasions mongoles 
(1220 Gengis-khan, 1370 Timur-le-Boiteux) la ville regresse 
enormement. Vers 1500, Boukhara est occupee par les Ouzbeks 
(khan Chei’bani) et connait une veritable renaissance. Mis B part 
quelques importants vestiges d’avant les invasions mongoles, le 
vieille ville temoigne aujourd’hui de la cite cheybanide. Depuis 
1868 Boukhara fut engloutie dans I’Empire russe. 

La citadelle (reconstruite au XVle siecle) marque le centre civique 
de la ville depuis I’Antiquite a nos jours. Parmi les nombreux 
monuments de la ville (dont certains ont 6th remanies a des 
epoques plus recentes, se remarquent les ensembles Po’i-Kalian et 
Liabi-Khauz, les trois tok (enchevetrement de coupoles surmontant 
des carrefours commerciaux) et surtout le mausolee dynastique 
construit par Isma’il impressionnant par sa sobre elhgance. 

L’ensemble Po’i-Kalian est forme de plusieurs monuments ordonnes 
autour d’un celebre minaret du Xlle siecle, chef-d’oeuvre d’appareil 
decoratif en brique. Le minaret de Kalian marque I’evolution de ce 
type d’edifice vers une fonction complementaire, celle de tour 
triomphala,?. En ce qui concerne I’ensemble Liabi-Khauz, il est 

t pour sa monumentale medersa Koukeltach du 

Meme sl r&$monuments de Boukhara ne font pas partie des plus 
celebres- de. cette aire gee-culturelle, la vieille ville temoigne 
(malgre les degradations dues a une trop brutale modernisation) de 
I’urbanisme et I’architecture de I’epoque des Chei’banides. 

ICOMOS, novembre 1991 
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Boukhara / Bukhara : la kanaka de Nadir -Divan-b6gu / 
the Nadir Devanbegi k'nana-gab 

minaret de Khodja-kaloun 
Minaret of Hodja-kalon 

- -- 


